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the apostle, who, with keen and marvellous appreciation, has
done more than any other to extend and develop the true
principles of local self-government.1
Lord Ripon's reply was a graceful tribute to the energy and public
spirit which had made the Bombay Municipality a model for all
India. He had been struck, he said, by the Address which the Cor-
poration of Bombay had presented to him on his arrival, and by the
bearing and demeanour of those who had presented it to him. This
had led him to inquire into the constitution of that-body and the
character of the work it was doing. These inquiries had convinced
him of the capacity of the people of the country for managing their
own local affairs under favourable circumstances. From that con-
viction there had been born in his mind the first conception of that
policy for the further development and extension of local self-
government which his Government had since pursued. His Lordship
concluded with the hope that on the foundation-stone laid that day
would be raised not merely an imposing building, "but a noble
superstructure of good work done, of education extended, of sani-
tation advanced, of communications improved, of sickness alleviated,
which will form a monument more enduring than marble for those
who have laboured together for the public good."
The address which had been adopted at the public meeting to
which reference has been made, was presented to Lord Ripon, along
with scores of others from all parts of the Presidency in the Town
Hall on 18 December 1884. It was read by Sir Jamsetjee, who
headed a deputation consisting of Budrudin Tyabji, Dinshaw Petit,
Nanabhai Haridas, Kashinath Telang, Phero2eshah and others.
Other deputations followed in rapid succession, until on the plat-
form behind Lord Ripon there rose a regular rampart of silver
caskets, carved boxes of all sorts, volumes of parchment, rolls of
signatures and illuminated addresses on silks and satins. When what
seemed an almost interminable procession had come to an end, Lord
Ripon rose and addressed the assembly for an hour. At the conclu-
sion of a striking exposition of the aims of his policy, he gave ex-
pression once again to his conception of England's mission in India:
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